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Abstract
Teenage pregnancy has always been controversial and frowned upon by many. Abortion in teens is a very serious matter and must be handled with precaution and safety. This paper reviews many scenarios regarding teenage abortion and parental involvement laws. Topics included in this essay are Teenage abortion rates, consent laws, and parental involvement law. Through research and hard thought, it was concluded that parental involvement is extremely important in the process of teenage abortion. 
Introduction 
Teen abortion without parental consent is becoming more uncommon every day. “On July 14, 2009, Illinois joined thirty-four other American states in mandating parental notification before a teenager can obtain an abortion despite evidence that such a restriction is irrational, often unnecessary, and sometimes harmful.” Through research, I discovered that there are many pros and some cons in parents being involved with their child’s abortion. According to my research on teenage abortion, consent laws, and children’s rights parents should be involved when their child is considering an abortion (Smith, 2011). 
Causes 
Teenage girls are often taken advantage of by older men. For instance, Mrs. Joyce Farley's daughter was only thirteen years old when she found out she was pregnant by an eighteen-year-old man. When Mrs. Farley's daughter was twelve, "…the 18-year-old man she had been seeing—the man you tried to keep her from—had given her alcohol, gotten her drunk, and impregnated her.” Before Mrs. Farley knew her daughter was pregnant, she was taken outside state lines without her permission to get an abortion (Moskowitz, 1994).
 In Pennsylvania, it is against the law to provide an abortion to a minor child without the consent of her parent, legal guardian, or a judge. But, in neighboring states like New York, it is not.” It was later discovered that the eighteen-year-old boy's stepmother was the person who took the child to have the procedure done in a neighboring state (Smith, 2011). This proves that parental consent is important when it comes to a teenager having a procedure of this nature. The child, in this case, was coerced into getting an abortion so that the child's father would not face the consequences of taking advantage of a twelve-year-old girl (Moskowitz, 1994).
The failure of the government to adopt efficient policies and laws in which they can prevent teenage pregnancies have been declined. It is evident that in states like Pennsylvania that have laws put in place to make sure parents are involved in cases of teenage abortion should be looked at as an example so that cases like Joyce Farley and her daughter do not happen again. “New York, on the other hand, has no such requirement (Smith, 2011). A recitation of the facts in Hartford's case ... demonstrate the need for passage of S. 1645.” Because New York does not have the same parental consent requirements as Pennsylvania Mrs. Farley’s daughter was able to easily slip through the cracks. Also, solving the issue of peer pressure among teenagers is also an efficient way in which parents can help their children to manage any form of teenage pregnancy that emerges (Fisher, 2001). 
 Although most teens voluntarily involve their parents in their decision to get an abortion some people believe minors should have the right to consent to an abortion without a parent. A finding from a study in Massachusetts stated, “a report by the AMA found that minors' decision-making process on abortion is comparable to that of adults aged 22-25.” Some minors may have the maturity to make these decisions while others do not. There is absolutely no way of telling if any child is mature enough to make this decision, therefore parents should be involved when it comes to their child’s decision on getting an abortion (Liss-Schultz, 2014).
Teenage minds are not done developing until age twenty-one so it is very hard to believe that they could make such an important decision on their own without parental guidance. According to Lesnett, “Parental consent for abortion laws is a common sense approach to protecting young girls from making a potentially life changing decision without involving the people who most care for their well-being—their parents." Abortion can have long-term effects such as fertility issues in later life, PTSD, and many other emotional/mental disorders (Borgmann, 2010).
A study conducted in Phoenix University, Virginia in 2010 proved that dating at an early age is one of the major risk factors that encourage teenagers to engage in early sexual activities. This has a significant impact in how these teenagers end up gaining unwanted pregnancies as a result hence having issues with their relationship management. Ensuring that individuals have dated older people is also an aspect that ensures that individuals within the society have adopted efficient measures to manage their own relationships (Smith, 2011). The poor peer relationships have also been found to be the incubation stages for early teenage pregnancies. For this reason, adopting measures that would encourage the control of these teenage pregnancies is one of the efforts that would improve the control of these relationships among teenagers (Borgmann, 2010).
Recommendations 
 	The first major recommendation is that policy makers need to provide sufficient policies that support funding on the support and educational services for individuals parenting teenagers. The need to enforce laws that prohibit rape, abduction and even marriage for the young teenagers needs to be adopted to ensure that these teens do not engage in promiscuous behaviors. This is a major policy that can be used to improve the health and welfare of these teens hence prevent them from engaging in any activity that could have significant impact on their health (Smith, 2011).  There is also a need to develop programmers with a focus of empowering teenagers to cope with any challenges that they may encounter in their pregnancies and in their relationships. Ensuring that teenagers have avoided any form of unwanted sexual encounters is the best approach to improve the welfare of teenage girls. Educational institutions also need to ensure that there is sufficient implementation of school based sex and health education. This will ensure that teenage girls have been informed about the issue of early pregnancies (Smith, 2011). 
	Health workers and teachers need to work closely with each other to ensure that they have made the existing public clinics and health facilities as youth friendly. This will improve the approach and the manner in which these healthcare facilities work with each other. Ensuring that there is integration of curricula programs to involve individuals working with each other is an efficient policy and approach that would improve the manner in which healthcare centers engage with each other in a more amicable manner (Lesnett & Daniels, 2006).
According to Fisher (2001), the most important factor is to ensure that teenage pregnancies and life orientation has been focused on the improvement of the welfare of the people in a more efficient way. Ensuring that the curricula has been integrated with the youths and the students is also an approach that can improve family planning programs while at the same time encourage individuals to engage with one another in a more amicable manner. This will improve how individuals engage with one another hence improve sufficient relationships (Borgmann, 2010).
	Guardians, parents and communities should also engage with one another in an effort to improve sex education and encourage individuals in the society to develop policies that improve sex education and provide adequate engagement among individuals. This would encourage individuals to work with one another in an effort to encourage each other to advance ones engagement and involvement in the society (	Smith, 2011). Ensuring that parent and teenage communication has been embraced is a sufficient tool for involving individuals to engage with one another in an effort to improve communication processes. The mobilization of communities towards ensuring that the issue of reproductive health and sexual education has been discussed is one of the measures that can be used to minimize any form of sexual health that has significant impact on individuals within any given community (Fisher, 2001). 
Conclusion 
	To sum it up, teenage abortion remains a controversial topic and the safety of minors is becoming more protected by the consent laws allowing parental involvement in teenage abortion cases. Although studies show that some teens can make decisions regarding abortion it is evident that parents should be involved in the decision-making process regarding their child's potential life-changing procedure (Liss-Schultz, 2014). Policy makers need to adopt several measures that will help to prevent the existence of teenage pregnancies in the society. Policy makers can always provide sufficient funding that would help to provide support services and educational programs to the parents of teenagers to help prevent any teenage pregnancies. Public clinics should always be made youth friendly to ensure that the issue of teenage pregnancies has been resolved in a more amicable manner. There is a need to ensure that parents, guardians and community individuals work together towards solving the issue of pregnancy in the society. 
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